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;7 LoteR OR THE 
Opinion of "the Late: Honourable  Collenel 


. 


SIDNEY, as to Ciyil Government, &c. 


ſt have been univerſal endeayourg)to cnllive the Bodies and 

Souls of Men ; nor is it leſs,evident, that in theſe Nations 

the ſame Deſigns have been Proſecuted with very mueh 
Violence : And what party in the ſame, haye been moſt ſabſeryi- 
eat to ſuch Intreagues, is ſo obvious;that they need not be named. 
- The Writings and.Sermons. of particular,; but Eminent Di- 
vines ; the Canons of a certain National Church 3 the Derermi- 
nations of Judges, who valued themſelves -as being of-her Com+ 
munion, and the repeated into Nations Of g great number of her 
Clergy, for the Chimera of Paſſive Obedience, gave occaſion to 
{ a frequent Raillery, 2s if the Do&rin of that Church were C/- 
vins, her Ceremonies the Popes, and that ſhe had nothing, of 
her own but the DoArin of Nen-reſiſtance ; ſo that like the Bird 
ia the Fable, 'who wovld needs.appear Fine in borrowed Feathers, 
being ſtript of what was not her property, ſhe. became Naked 
and Ridiculous to all. 

No/wonder then, that a certain ſort of Men pretending to her 
Communion, have incucred this fates... whoſe Shibbaleth and Cha- 
raCteriſtick ſome Years ago being) Nan-reſiftance and Paſtive O» 
hediences have now betaken themſelves. to contrary PraQtices, 
when they found the ſmare of Oppreſſion.- | 


B What- 


T T cannot be dehyed, that we live in'an Age wherein there 
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Whatever may be ſaid to the Henour, or excuſe of thoſe who 
have acted thus upon Change of Principle, or to their diſgrace 
who can pretend no ſuch Reaſon, my Opinion of it is, that 
Truth hathovercome, and that we may jultly fay, Tendem bona 
cauſa Triumphat. | 


Ne.lefs, ttiatthas Omnipaegee which made.theDeyif own 
| cryFrens þ bhnof (DA 0? they kao w{& ws ao 
int WortdtoQcfroy the r Works) bath forced i Teftimo- 
ny to the Native Rights of Mankind; from the very Mouths of 
thoſe Tyranogogues, who afteran Elevation and Adoration of 
Abſolute Power z and Unaccountableneſs of Kings to any other 
than the Alnighty,. for above Twenty Yeats paſt , thave by a 
Stupendious Providence of that God. (whoſe Steps are: in t 


Deep Waters, and his ways paſt finding out) been brought in 


open Courts of Juftice by mn and in the Field by Arms, 
to lImpugne their own"1dot 'of Nom-teſiſtance ; like” fome of the 


Arch-Flamensof old when Cotiverged to Ohriſtionity, who Aria- 
ed themſelves Cap-gpee 10- row 'thofe' Block Derties;;. 
_ - which had ſometi en the Objesof their Worſhip. 

Nor hath Providence. only herein exturted- from ſach, a-re+ 


markable Teſtimony to the Trath, but alſo an Ample Vindica-- 


riog of thoſe who: ſuffered fot the ſbme;, under the Notion of 


Tiaytors - by prrvertcny Law and bad Chi ifians, by: wrefted - 


Diwmity ;' but more efpectally of thit” Honourable -Parrior , 


whoſe Opinion av toVGovrernment we have now tnder confiders- 


eth the Good Old Cauſe; for whichhe Profciitdly Dicda Mar- 
tYT« - 61378) TIS 4 Gat "we | 


+ 
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Page: of this Tryat. 


- Thar People muſt deeds be the Thdge of things happening be- 
tween them and him (Comparing the King.) whom they th nor 


Evnftivure, that heiimiphr''Þe1 Gvear, <GiGrious 'and Rich, hut 


that be ſhould: Judge them and Bighe their Bittles, or vrier-' 
wife do good unto them as they ſhould dire. ' tn this Sence 
ac is Singulzs. Major, and. ought to be. obliged by every Man 


In 


His: Opinion: follows in: his own Words, =s Cited in the 238. 
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ia his Juſt and Lawful Commands - tending to the Pub- 
lick Good. and muſt be ſuffered to do aothing againſt 
it, nor in any reſpect pra than the. Lay . doch al- 
low. - :17 
For this Reaſon Brafton faith, © That the King hath Three 
© Sup eriours, Deun, Legim & Parliamentum, that is, the Power 
c  Sngiy in the Peaple of Er £52 is Delegated to the Par- 

tz Heis ſubjeft unto. the Law of God as he is a Man 3 
* Ja the Peo ec, that make, him a King, i ip 2s muchas he js a 
f : The Law ſets a Meaſure unto that Subjeftion, and. the 
'F yo i Judges of the particular Caſes . thereupon a- 
© riſing z he muſt be content to: ſubmit his Intro uvoto. theirs, 


5 © Gace he is no more than any one of them in ther refpetts 

> tha that he is by. the Conlent, of all raiſed above any. o- 
£ ETC 

n 


 <[f he doth not like this CondBtjon, he may R=nounce the 
be © Crown, but ifhe Receive it ypon that Condition. (as all Magi- 
i. © <ftrates do the Power dh berlermas and Swear to perform Its 
;. | *e muſt expect, that will be Exacted, or Re- 
”" ff © venge taken by thoſe that he hath Betray?d: 

« If &] is de not ſo, I delice. to Npage £ our. Autbor > (meaning 
_ B Sx Robert Filmer , - 4g45n# whoſe Opinion be Writes) how 
ce || one or more Men came to be Guilty of Treaſon againſt rhe 
3 Þ King » as Zex facit wt fit rew:: No. Man.can owe Dore unto 
| 


him than vato any ot -' or he. other Man, by any 
Rule ,byt, the; Lav, and if be malt pg ord IN, 


is. own 

Caſe y neither he por agy- Ns Hcg, om. him 

would ever «Try any Man for. OR: Regce Ws: him, or the 
Law. 

If the King, or ſuch 25 he appoints, cannat. pe V4 he. can- 

- | no wm Judged by che Ways.oraſnarly kapmn Forney PLE ; If he 

or. y. Authority from him. e is Judge -in 

his owh Caſe, and we fall — that EMO _—_ Juds ut- 

EF molt ofall abſurdites; if a remedy be found for 5s he muſt 

 & fay» that the King in bis own Caſe may. Judge the People , but 

: "Wl the People pul Rpt J vdge 


is c9-fay,.. T. wie he Kings Ihe TA nth 


| dim, ourehe qr = a9t gigs * ON 


(4 Y ; 
enly for his own uſe : The Magiſtrate is bound by ng- Oath or 
Contra@t ro the People that Cteated him, but the Peopicis bound” 
to its own Creature the Magiſtrate. + YE OS... 

This ſeems to. be the ground of all aur Authors Follies ; he- 
cannot, comprehend that Magiſtrates are for, or by the People, 
but .makes this Concluſion, as if Nations were Created by, or 
for the Glory or Pleaſure of Magiſtrates, and affects ſuch a piece 
of Nonfenſe;, it ought not to be thought ſtrange, if he repreſent 
2$.3n, Abſur*d thing, that' the headlefs Multitude may ſhake off 
the-Yoke when they pleaſe. But 1 would know how the Multj- 
tude comes uhder the Yoke, It is a badge of Slavery. He ſays, 
That, the Power of the King is for the Preſervation of Liberty 
and Property. -We may therefore change or take away Kings 
 withonr breaking any Yoke, or that made a-Yoke, which ought 
not ro be one; the Injury therefore is in making or jmpoſing, 
3Rd there can be none in breaking .it.. I know not why the 
Multirude ſhould be concluded to be headlefs, it is not: always 
fo.. The Scets, when they ſlew Fames the It, had his Son to 
' be rheir Head 3 and* when they Depoſed and pd 

Queen May, the' Earl of Murray and others, fupplyed the - 
* want of Age that was in her Son; and in:all the Revolutions 
we have had' in England, the people have been headed by the 
, Parliament, or the. Nobility and Gentry that- compoſed it; 
and wben Kings failed of their Duties, dy their own Autho- 

ity called it. The Mnltinide” therefore is not. ever headleſs, 
$2 doth either” find or-create ' heads unto -it ſelf; as eecafion 


# © 


—_ * 


doth rehquire'; and whether it be' one (man; or. a few, or more; 
for a ſhort or a, longer times ' we- ſee nothing. more regular 
then its Motions. .. But they may, faith our Author, ſhake off 
the Yoke; and why may they not, if ic prove uneaſie or 
Hurtful pnts them ? Why ſhogld northe Jfaclites ſhake off the 
| Yoke. of Pharoah; Fahis, Siſtra; and, others, that oppreſſed 
them ?. ye OO Os DS, © doe 
When Pride had changed Nebrehaduetzar into_a Beaſt, what 
fould perſivade the Afyrians not to drive him- out amongſt 
Beaſts, unti] God Had reſtored- unto him the Heart of-a Man ? 
When.7 a7qait tad thtned the Legil Monarchy of Rome into 2 
moſt Aboininable 'Byranny, w y ſhould: not they __ : 


- 
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And when the Proteſtants of the Low Countries were ſo grie- 
vouſly Oppteſſed under the Power of Spain, by the proud, Critel 
and Savage Condutt of the Duke of 4/04, why ſhould not they: 
make uſe of all” the means that God*had pur into their Hands, 
for their Deliverance ? Let any Man,-who ſees the preſent State- 
of the Provinces, that then United themſelves, judge whether it 
is better for them to be as they are, or in the Condition unto - 
which his Fory would have Reduced them, unkfſs theyghad, to 
pleaſe him, Renounced God: and their Religion : OurFAuthor 
may ſay, They ought ro have ſuffered. The King of Spain, by 
their Reſiſtance, loſt thoſe Countries; and that they ovght. 
not to have been Judges in their own caſe. For which 1 An- 
ſwer, That by Reſiſting, they laid the Foundation of many 
Churches, that have produced multitudes of. Men, Eminent in 
Gifts and Graces, Eſtabliſhed a moſt Glorious aad Happy Com- 
mon-Wealth, that hath been fince its firſt beginning, the ſtrong» . 
6ſt Pjllar of the Proteſtant Cauſe, now in the World, anda — 
of Refuge unto thoſe, who in all places of Europe have. been. 
Oppreſſed for the Name of Chriſt; whereas had they Slavilhly, 
and 1 think 1 may ſay Wickedly as well as: Fooliſhly, ſuffered; 
fhemſetves to be Butchered, ifthey had lefr thoſe empty Provin- 
ces under the Power of Anti-Chriſt, where the Name of God is. 
no otherwiſe known, then to be Blaſphemed. 

If the King of Spain defired tokeep his Subjefts, he ſhould have- 
Governed them with- more Juſtice and Mercy, when contrary 
unto all Laws, both Hamane and Divine, - he ſeeks to deſtroy 
thoſe he ought to have preſerved z he canblame none but himſelf, 
if they deliver themſelves from his Tyranny ; and when the mat- 
rer is brought to that, that he muſt not. Reign, 'or they over 
whom he wonld Reign muſt periſh, the matter is eaſily decided,, 
as if the Queftion had been asked in the time of Nero or Demi- - 
tian, whether they ſhould be left at liberty to deſtroy the beſt: 
part of the World, as they endeayoured to do, or it ſhould be 
Reſcued from their deſtruction; and as for the Peoples being, 
Judges in their own caſe, it Is plain, they ovght te be the only 
Jadges, becauſe- it is their. own, and only concerns theme... 
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-. *' So much for his Opinion of C:vs! Government as extratted 
' from that part of the Book for which he was Condemned ; and 
after ſttious Peruſal of which, 1 doubt not but the Candid Rea- 
 * der will be convinced, that, ſuch a Fragment deſerves taking up, 
- and is worthy of being revived» to' let the Nation ſce the loſs 
they have in being Robb*d of the whole, but much more of 
ſo Noble a Pattiot, as was the Author of it, Collonel S:4vey. 
3 la the next place I ſhall add what he delivered upon the 
' ſame Subject, in his Paper to the Sheriffs on the Scaffold, at 
his Execution, December yth, 1683. | | 
* If he (meaning Sir Rebert Fslmer) might publiſh unto the 
Work: his Opinion, . That all 'metz are Born under a neceſſity 
_ © derived from the Laws of God and Nature, to ſubmit unto an 
Abſolute Kingly Government, which could be reftrained by no 
Eaw,: or Oath ; and that he that hath the Power, whether he 
' came unto it by Creation, -Eletion, Inheritance, Uſurpation, 
- Or aty other way, had the right; and none muſt oppoſe his 
. Will, but the Perſons and Eſtates of his Subjects muſt be in- 
diſpenſably ſubje& unto it- I know not why 1. might not have 
publiſhed my Opinion to the conttary, without the Breach of 
aty Law 1 have yet known. | 
I might as freely 2s he, publickly have declared my Thoughts, 
and the Reaſons ypon which they were grounded ; and 1 per» 
ſwaded to believe, That God hafl tefe Nations unto the Ji- 
berty of ſetting up fuch Governments as beſt pleaſed them- 
ſelves. That Magiſtrates were fer up for-the good of Nati- 
ons, not Nations for the Honour or Glory ef Magiſtrates. 
That the Right and Power of Magiftrates in every Country, 
was that which the Laws of the Country made it to be. | 
That thofe Laws were to be obſerved 3 and the Oaths taken 
by them, having the force of a Contratt between Magiſtrate and 
People, conld not be violated without danger of Diſlolving the 
whole Fabrick. | | "7 
That Uſurpation could give no Right ; and the moſt dan- 
gerons of al! Enemies unto Kings, were. they, who raiſing their 
Power to an Exorbitant height, allowed unto Uſurpers all the 
Rights belonging unto it: | | = 
, at 
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That ſuch Uſurpation being ſeldome compaſſed without 
the Slaughter of the Reigning Perſon or Family, the worſt of 
all Villanies was thereby rewarded with the moſt Glorious 
Priviledges. 

That if ſach DoQriges were received, they would ſtir up Men 
to the Deſtruction of Princes, with more Violence than all 
the Paſſions that have hitherto raged in the Hearts of the moſt 
uacuely.. | 

That none could be ſafe, if ſoch a reward were propoſed unto 
any that could deftroy them. | 

That few would be ſo gentle as to ſpare even the beſt, if by 
- theic Deſtruſtiona Wild Uſarper could become Gods ' Anoint- 
ed, and by the moſt Execrable Wickedneſs Inveſt himfeIf with 
that Divine CharaQer. ; © 1's OTA 

This is the Scape of ' the whole Treatiſe, the Writer gives 
fach Reaſons as at: preſent did: occur unto him to prove it. 
FT his' {ſeems toagree with the Do@rines of the moſt Reverenced 
Authors of el} Times, Nations and Religions, The beſt and 
wiſeſt _y haye ever acknowledged ic. The preſent King of 
France hath declared » that Kings have that happy want of 
Power, that they can do nothing contrary to the Laws of 
their ' Countty., and grounds his Qnarrel with the King of 
Spain, Amo t667. upon that Principle - King Fames —© 
in-his Speech tothe Parliament Anno 1603. doth inthe high- 
eft degree Aﬀerrt it, the Scriptures ſeem to geclare it. 

If the Expulſion of Farquiz, the InſurreRion againſt Nero, 
the Slaughter of -Caligxls or Domitian, the Tranflarion of 
the Crown of France trom Afrrovine his Race unto Pepin, and 
frem his: Deſcendants unto A/wgh Caper be' not- good Afts of 
Srate,' there is not aKing In the World has any Title'to the 
. Crown he bears, nor can have any, unlefs he conld deduce his 
Pedigree from the Eldeſt Son of Noah, and ſhow , that the 
Snccefſion-had ill continued in the Eldeft of the Eldeſt Line, - 
and ſo-Deduced ro him. + LY | | 
- Every one may 'ſee what advantage this would be to-all the 
Kings of the World, '2nd whether that failing, it were not. 
hetter for them to acknowledge their Crowns by the Cenſent of 
Witing. Nations, or to have no better Title unto them = ; 

| ſut=: - 
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' Uſurpation and -Violence, which by the ſame ways:tmay be taken 
from them. ; | | 


So much as to this Subje@ in his laſt Speech, by - which you 
may ſee, that as he lived in this Opinion, 'he was 'nbr afraid to 
Die in it, as being fully perſwaded of its agreeableneſs to: Di+ 
vine Truth, at whoſe Bar he was-in afew Minutes to receive 2 
juſter Sentence than that by which he ſuffered. - And the worſt 
that | ſhall wiſh chat Inſtrument of Cruelty who was his Judge, - 
is, That ſeeing he is far from being ſ@- fit to Live in this World; 
he-may be as fit to-go into another; as that: Worthy Gentleman 
was 3 but this I am confident of,. he will never be able to reflect 
ppon his own -Tyranny, and the Abetting of ic in others, with 
that Serenity of Mind, and Tranquility of Soul, as this Noble 
Patriot did, upon his Oppoſition to it; when according to the 
good Laws of the Kingdom, and the Righteous Judgmeyt of 
Ged , Inquiſition ſhall be made-for Blood 3 of which a great 
deal is to be found in his Skirts that threatens him with Divine 
Vengeance, according to the Prayer of this Worthy Gentle- 
man , Tbat if ppnars Pi was to be made after Blood , it maght- 
fall apon thoſe who Perſecuted him for Righteouſneſs ſake. 

- -It hath been an old and true Obſervation, that the Blood of 
the Saints is the Seed of the Church ; and 1 do not. know , bur 
it may be alſo ſaid, that the Blood of Patriots is the Seed of 
Aſſrters of the Peoples Liberty ; for ſince the Effyſion of this 
Gentlemans Blood, and that of others, we have had a plentiful 
Harveſt of ſuch as have Aſſerted the Civil and Religious Rights 
of the Nations ;, and that nothing might be wanting. to Crown 
our Mercy, we.are Bleſſed with a Magnanimous and; Religious 
King,. who as he yentured all for their Redemption, will do 


5 


the ſame for their preſervation. 


But notwithſtanding of what is here ſaid by this Worthy An- 
thor, and may others upon this Subject ;- there is a Party in 
the. Nation , who are '{o much under the :Condu@- of their 
ewa Luſts, that to have a full Liberty of Wallawing in-them 
they ſurceaſed no endeavours to. bring others and themſelves 
too, under the Tyranny. and Lyfts of the two Late Kings, and 

NESSY | are 


CY 


\ 


(9) 


ate row.,cnraged to ſee: the People Delivered, tho? not 
many Months - ago they were. loudeſt in their Clamours. 
againſt the Male Adminiſtration of the Late Fames the 
II; when they found themſelves in hazard of Smarting by 
the Rod they had prepared for others. Whereupon break- 
tng through. all the pretended  tyes of Allegiance, which. 
they had ſo:often Ratified with Dam %m, and Sink %emy- 
and Swallowing down of. brim-full Bumpers, they were. 
very active in over-turning his Government, either by de- 
ſerting or appearing againſt him, | PSI ON 
Amongſt this kind of Men,who deſpiſe Dominion and ſpeak. 
evil of ; Dignities, are theſe Murmurs and Diſcontents,, 
which do. occaſion ſuch a ferment at this time in the Na- 
tion.. It is, not. unworth: the while to. obſerve. the differ- 


efice betwixt the Diſcontented now, and ſach as were ſo in. 


the. twe laſt Reigns, the latter being generally all who 
had any Sobtiety in their Praftice, or Foal for the true. 
Religion and Laws of the Kingdom, whether Church-men 


or. Diſſenters 3. the. former being not one in a Hyndred 


other than the I2norant and Profane, wh are a . Scandal. 
to all Humane Society,, and. particularly to the Church. 
of England under whoſe Name (.as Vermine under a. 
Roof) they Shelter themſelves; and indeed there is no 
other way left for that Society.to rid themſelyes of the 
Infamy which. is likely to. fall upon the .whole becauſe of 
them , but by ſome publick. Teſtimony to declare their 
Abhorrence of ſuch ; deny- them their Communion, . and. 
Preach , up Obedience. now, as much as in the- two Late. 
Reigns,. there being infinitely, more Reaſon to do ſo at 
this time., than there. was-at that : His Preſent Majeſty 


(whom God. long. Preſerve ) having..by the Miraculous. 


Hand -of the Omnipotent , been made our Redeemer , by 
the Conſent of the People, an undoubted Title to the So- 
veraigatys and by his Prudent and Legal Adminiſtration, not 
only . acquir'd a Right to an Obedience from. Fear , but. 


Love, the moſt Sacred and Inyiolable Foundation of Do-. . 
C. -—_ - Theſe: 


minion. 
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. Theſe Inſtruments of wickedneſs, (that they mg » 
paſs their Black Defigns. of re-enfliving the Nations, haye 
' recourſe to their old Exploded Arguments, that the King 
- is accountable ro none but God, That they have an Here- 
ditary Right of Succeſhon; and that the Accuſations as to 
the Earl of Efex*s Murther; the Impoſing of a Prince -of 
Wales, &c. have never . been proved againſt the Late 
'King, and that therefore he has been -nnjuſtly dealt 
with. | | 

Theſe and. others of the ſame ſort , are as confidently 
talked of amongſt ſuch Men, as if they had never been 
' concerned in contrary PraCtices, either by Afting,” Deſert- 
ing, er Silence; in all which as they were Influenced by 
2 corrypt Principle of miſtaken Self Intereſt then, th 
are by the ſame engaged in oppoſite Praftices . now. 7 
” touch 2 little upon thoſe Arguments, aud Con- 
C E-» ; : 


That the King as King [| that is, Governing accordj; 
to Law] is. accountable to any but God, few will deny ; 
becauſe therein he As accordipg to his Commiſſion from 
the body of the People, who it is to be @ppoſed are con- 
rent to ſee the ſame put in Execution z and there being 
' no Power Superiour to theirs but Gods, there can be go 
other to call him to an Accauntin that Caſe: 

But the Queſtion is, Whether the Perſon Cloathed with 
the Kingly Authority, and AQting beyond, or contrary to 
kis Commiſſion, . be for ſuch Atts accountable to them 
from whom he Receiv'd his Commiſſion ? 1 ſuppoſe it will 
readily be granted he is. Bat here ſome ObjeQ, That the 
King has his Commiſſion only from God, and conſequent- 
ly accountable to no other. « 


I Anſwer, God never Inftituted any. ſach Kings as had 
their Commiſſion only from him ; for-even thoſe-very Kings 
which he himſelf Named, as Saul, &c. were made Kings, 
and fot up by the People upon certain conditions, as is 

: evident 
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evident from Dext. 17. 14. When thou art come znte the 
Land which the. Lord thy God giveth thee ————— and 
ſhalt ſay, (note) I will ſet a King over me. F, 15. Thou ſhalt in 
any wiſe ſer him King over thee One from among thy 
Brethren ſhalt thou fo King ovey thee z Thou mayſft not 
ſet a Stranger over thee —— Then follows the Limits --— He 
(bat net Myltiply Horſes, F. 16. Neither Multiply Wives. 
(Much leſs Whores, as our Late King did , and yet the 
Church not ſo honeſt as to deny him their Communion z nor 
reprove him as Old Cranmer did Henry the Eighth, whom 
he Preſented with a Bible, baving on the Out. fide of 15 in 
Capitals, Whore: mongers and Adulterers God will pwniſh. ) 
V. 18, He ſhall Write kim a Copy of their Laws. 'V. 19. 
And it ſhall be with him, that he may Read therem all the 
' Days of his Life. V. 20. That his Heart be not lifted wp 
above bis Brethren, and thar he turn not aſide from the 
Commandment to the Right Hand , or' to the Left, &c. 
_ From which Texts I think it is ſofficiently evident, that the 

Power of making the King was in the People, at whoſe de- 
fire that Change of Government was made, and that he was 
_ tobe Limited, and the Conditions preſcribed,-from which 
he wasto turn aſide toneither Hand; ſo that ſome Hundreds. 
of Years before they ſet up a King over them, they had 
Statutes fixed to regulate him in his Office, that his Heart- 
ſhould not be lifted up above his Brethren. 

' Ir is yet clearer» that the People Created Saul King, from 
1 Sam. 11. 15. And all the People went ro Gilgal , 4nd there 
they made Sant King before the Lord in Gilgal: 

We find alſo, that Samuel, tho? he had been their Chief. 
Magiſtrate, yet he reckoned himſelf accountable to the 
Peoptke, and therefore deſires them to Witneſs agaivuft him 
if he had been: Guilty of Fraud , Oppreſlion, or Bribery, 
wh:reof they Solemnly acquitted him, 1 Sam. 12: | 

Nor do we find, that they thonght their new Soveraign 
Abſotute or uncontroulable, for they would not ſuffer him 
to Exccute his own Son Fonathar, becauſe he aCted unknow- 
ingly, centrary tO his ag Raſh Oath, 1 Sam, 14.008 

2 after» 
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afrerwartls we find D4vi put himſelf in'a poſture of De- 
fence againſt him when he* Afted Tyrannically. 

' Sowhen David Sneceeded, we Read of a Stipulation be- 
tween him and the People who made him -King, 2.Sam. 5.3. 
and thefame Method was obſerved throughout; as none who 
have Read-aud obſerved the Book of the:Kings and Chro- 
'nicles cani'beignorane of. 21. 5% ht 0 ha Y 
And that the People thought their Kings accountable to 
them, and anſwerable for their Attions, appears from the 
oppoſition, made to the Kings General and his Army by 
the City of Abel, and the- Wiſe Womans Queſtions, Why 
be would Swailow' up the Inheritance of the Lord * To 
which Foab, tho? a Stern” and Valiant Captains: return'd a 
very modeſt Anſwer, 2 Sam. 20. 19. It appears yet.more 

'by the People of ſraels Expoſtulating with David, why 
the Clyldren of F=dab ſhould Steal him, and not ask their 
Advice firſt, in 'bringing him back, 2 $4.19. 41, &s. | 

Further, We find God himſelf ſo far owning the Peoples 
Right to have ſatisfattion for injuries ſuffered-from their 

King contrary to the publick Faith , that the Famine was 
to ceaſe on no other Terms than till the G:beonites were Re- 

-venged upon Sexl jn his Poſterity , for ſeeking to Slay 
them, that he might pleaſe his other Subjets, 2 Sam. 21, 
'::In 1 —_—_ 7. We find the Old Men, who had Expe- 
Tience of Solomons Reign, and knew the Conſtitution of the 

Kingdom, adviſing King Reboboam, that he muſt be the 

Peoples Servant, if he would have them to be his : And upon 

his rejeRing this Connſel (by the Advice of young Hectoring 

:Tories) they rejected him- 2 

We find alſo that Kings were ſubje&t to Cenſures, as well 
as others, in the Example of UVUzziah, who becauſe of 

Invading the Priefts Office, and being ſmitten with a Le- 

proſie, was thruſt out of the Temple by Fourſcore Valiant 

Prieſts, 2 Chrox. 26. Being cut off from the: Houſe of the 

Lord, according to the Levitical Law. | 
By this time I ſuppoſe the Reader is ſufficiently convinced. 

that the Kings of 1/rac! were the Peoples Creatures, and 
. account- 


- 
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accountable to them far Male- Adminiſtration : And if thoſe 
' Kings were ſo, who were Named by God himſelf, much 

more they who have no other Right to any Soveraignty, 
but the Peoples Choice ; and that Kings now adays have any 
Other Title , for my own part, I ſhall never believe, until, 
as Worthy Collonel S:4ney ſaid, 7 hey can deduce their Pedigree 
from the EJdeft Son of Noah, and ſhew that the Succeſſion had 
ſtill continued in the Eldeſt of the Eldeſt Line, and ſo de- 
ſeended to them : Or as Collonel Rumbeld ſaid, Till 1 fee one 
| Born with a Crown upon his Head, | 


Certainly there 1s no Reaſonable man, but mwſt needs 
ſee the Abſurdicy of that Poſition, Thar Kings have a Here- 
ditary Right, any other way, then as the People are willing, 
and conſent it ſhould be ſo; otherwiſe Kings might ſell their 
Titles to whom they pleaſe, cut off che Entail, &c. and 
do any. ther thing that a Man may do with his private 
Eſtate,, which, yet they that, hold that Opinion are not ſo 
Impudent to Aſlert. 

Neither does it at all reflz& npon the Honour and Dig-- 
nity of Kings, nor render their Authority leſs Sacred and 
Inviolable, that ſome Perſons who have carried that Ho-: 
nOur, are or may be called to an Account for Male-Ad- 
miniſtration ; no more then it reflz&ts upon the Honour of: 
Divines, Phyſicians, or Lawyers, when ſome of their Pro-' 
feſſions are condemned for Murder, Adultery, or Bribery, 
ſeeing they are not called to the Bar, and Condemaecd as- 
Phyſicians, Divines, or Lawyers, but as Murderers, Adul- 
terers, &c, And therefore ſecing the Regal Power is limited)! 
as we Have ſeen in Dextr. 17, &c. and may ſee alſo in the: 
New Teſtament, Xo. 13. where his Office is plainly faid 
to be for the encouragement of the good, and puniſhment of 
the kad: If Kings tranſgreſs theſe Limits, invert the end of 
their Commiſſion, enconrage the Bad, and ſuppreſs the 
Good, they cannot withour a plain ContradiQion to the 
Apoſtalical Defiaition of a Magiſtrate, be looked vpon as 
ſuch, ia Tranfſgreſſing their bounds; and withont all per- 


adycnture, may. be reſiſted in ſach Ations, witnoat the 
Jeaft- 
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leaſt diminution of their Authority, or Aﬀeront to that Di- 


vine and Sacred Ordinance of Magiſtracy. | 
For the Neon gen of ſuch things as are. Inſtaneed 


in, viz. the Earl of Efſex%s Murder, Connterfeit Prince of 
Wales, &c: whether ever they be proved or not, it a 
rers net the caſe one whit, ſeeing the Repreſentatives of 
the Nation have adjudged him to have forfeited his Right, 
by ſubverting the Fundamental Laws, and deſerting the Go: 
vernment, &c. Though in due time the others may be 
ſufficiently Evidenced to the World ; but neither of their 
Majeſties are in the leaſt concerned to prove the Impoſture 
of a Counterfeit Heir; the Title being certainly in Her Ma- 
jeſty before, it lies upon the late King to make full, clear, 
and undoubted Proof of the others Birth, which for my 
own part, if it had been real, 1 believe wonld have been done 
-in/ the moſt Solemn manner in World, ſeeing they knew the 
. Nations Jealovufie aforeſaid. But being Conſcious to them- 
ſelves of the Cheat, they managed it the beſt they could, $0 
Amuſe and leave the Tigrans in 3n uncertainty. How ea- 
fie had it been to have had Proteſtant Ladies always At- 
tended the Queen, that. might have been undoubted Wit- 
neſſes of her. Pregnancy, and the Childs Birth ? And can any 
think, if Honeſty had been deſigned, that ſuch a thing would 
have been Omitted, ſeeing they knew the Suſpition to be 
Univerſally through the Proteftant World ? For my own 
Part, they that can ſwallow ſuch ObjeCtions, 1 think, are 
fit to ſhake Hands with Tranſubſtantiation, and to declare 
themſelves Enemies to Senſe and Reaſon. 

But, as I ſaid before, Though there were no Truth in 
that charge, yet the gre2t Council of the Nation having 
judged the Throne to be Vacant upon other Conſiderations, 
It becomes every private Perſon to* Acquieſce, and much 

more the Clergy, if they would not have their former Miſ- 
carriages revived, nd demonſtrate to the World, that as 
they were Emineni[y {ubſervient ro the deſigns of Enſlaving 
ns (which the beſt of them, to their Honour, have ſeen, 
owned, and bewailcd) ſo they perſiſt in their endeavours, - 
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be the Unhappy Inſtruments of our Diftraftion- Though 1 
dare ſay, That the moſt Zealous Sticklers on the late Kings 

* ſide, are neither amongſt the Learned nor Godly of rhe 
Church, and are better verſed in Ovid de Arte Amandi, 
then eicher Policicks or Divinity ; ahd perhaps, the great- 
eſt effort they ever gave of their Genius, was by a Courtſhip 
to ſome Gentlemans Rinſ{woman or Servant, to Worm them- 


| ſelves into a Benefice, and may well be thought none of 


the fitteſt to meddle either in Afﬀiirs of Church or State; 
Ne Smntor wltra Crepidam. 

To Conclude, Tho” it be certain, that the generality of 
the Church: Communion be in reference to publick Afﬀairs, 
wiſer then many of their Teachers, as appears by their 
Eſpouſing the True Intereſt of the Nation and Religion, yer 
it were to be wiſhed, that the Eſtabliſhed National Church 
would give ſome publick Evidence of their diflike of the 
preſent Rebellious practices of ſome of thoſe of her Commu- 
nion, by a general Abhorrence or Excommunication, which 
cerainly they have much more reaſon to do, then in the 
late times, to Excommunicate the whole Church and King- 
dom of Scotland, for reſiſting the Tyrannical Impoſitions of 
Charles the Firſt, or yet of Excommunicating Diſſenters in 
the late Times, to Incapacitate them to chooſe Parliament- 
Men, of ſo much Courage and Honeſty, as to oppoſe Popery 
and Tyranny ; which if God, by King Wiliam, had not 

delivered us from, would in probability haye ſwallowed us 
up ©er NOW. 


a 


FINIS. 


